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 The purpose of these awards is to support teaching and/or research projects to 
be carried out at accredited universities, research centers, and other nonprofit 
institutions whose mission includes the production and dissemination of knowledge, 
such as museums, hospitals, libraries, and similar organizations in the United States.
 Specifically, the Fulbright Grant for Scholars and Researchers with Ph.D. with 
the support of Camões I.P. – “Bolsa Fulbright para Professores e Investigadores 
Doutorados com o apoio do Camões I.P.” – supports projects that focus on topics 
related to the Portuguese language and culture, with priority given to those of 
particular relevance to Portuguese-American cultural relations.
 Eligible applicants must be scholars or researchers holding a Ph.D. degree, 
demonstrate proficiency in English language, and secure an affiliation letter from an 
accredited U.S. university, research center, or other eligible host institution confirming 
its willingness to host the proposed project.
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Promotion, Competition and the 
Selection Process 
(planning, outreach, media, calendars, 
pool of evaluators, etc.)

Competitions took place from 
November 1, 2025, to January 15, 
2026.

 Throughout the application period, information about scholars’ award 
opportunities was prominently featured on the Commission's website, included in our 
newsletter, and disseminated through Fulbright's social media channels, including 
Facebook, X, LinkedIn, and Instagram.
 Our well-established network of contacts with the International Relations 
Offices of Portuguese universities, alongside the communication channels of our 
institutional partners, was also instrumental in disseminating information about the 
Fulbright Program and supporting our recruitment efforts.

Media Promotion

Grants
• Fulbright Grant for Scholars and Researchers with Ph.D. – all fields of study

Brief description of the Grants



 As part of its outreach activities for the 2026/2027 academic year, the 
Commission visited the Universidade de Coimbra to promote the Fulbright Program 
and its grant opportunities. The session featured testimonials from 2 Fulbrighters, 
who shared their personal experiences of the Program, and it was attended by 13 
prospective applicants in person.
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 We have also carried out 1 online information session (November 20, 2025), 
again with 2 previous Fulbright grantees and their testimonials – providing prospective 
applicants with the opportunity to hear directly from Fulbrighters is one of the most 
effective ways to demonstrate the Program's impact and bring the Fulbright 
experience to life. This online session was attended by 9 scholars. Important to note 
that the session was recorded and made available at our YouTube channel, having had 
since then 121 views.
 For the fourth time this year, we partnered with IMFAHE, a non-profit 
mentoring program that connects European students and scholars emigrated 
through mentorship, workshops, and international fellowships, “bridging the gap 
between talent and opportunity”. 79 Portuguese potential candidates, both students 
and scholars, actively attended this online session organized by IMFAHE (December 16, 
2025).
 Finally, we continued our practice of reaching out to applicants by email while 
they were completing their online application forms, reminding them of the 
importance of submitting complete applications by the deadline. This direct contact 
helps establish a relationship with applicants from the very beginning of the 
application process and is a valuable practice that we intend to continue.

Online Promotion

Selection Process

In-person Promotion

 As Portuguese candidates are self-placed—having already secured an affiliation 
with a U.S. host institution and obtained an invitation letter—the Board and Selection 
Committee evaluated all eligible candidates, regardless of their field of study.
 While Fulbright grants are fundamentally merit-based, Selection Committees 
adopted a holistic approach to assessing merit. In addition to academic achievement, 
the Committees considered candidates' leadership potential, civic engagement, 
participation in community and social initiatives, access to opportunities and 
resources, and the individual circumstances and experiences that shaped their path to 
applying for a Fulbright grant.
 All interviews were conducted remotely via Zoom.
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 The Committee had the following composition:

 .• Carolina Rito, Curatorial Studies Professor, Fulbright Portugal alumna.
 • João Paulo Pereira, Head of the Programming, Training and Certification 
Department, representing Fulbright Board member and partner, Camões I.P.
 • Kabeer Parwani, Political Officer, U.S. Embassy in Lisbon.

Applications and Selection Process

 During the application period, the Commission received email and telephone 
enquiries from approximately 20 prospective scholars and researchers holding Ph.D. 
degrees. A total of 29 applications were initiated in the online portal, of which 12 (41%) 
were submitted by the deadline, compared with 15 applications received in the 
previous year. Of the 12 submitted applications, 1 was deemed ineligible. Consequently, 
the 11 eligible applications were considered and reviewed by the Selection Committee.
After undergoing close review, 5 candidates were recommended by the Committee of 
Board and Selection members to be interviewed. Following the interviews, the 
Committee nominated 3 candidates, with two ranked for the Fulbright Grant for 
Scholars and Researchers with a Ph.D. and 1 for the Fulbright Grant for Scholars and 
Researchers with a Ph.D., with the support of Camões, I.P. .
Regarding candidates' geographical distribution by district of residence, the largest 
proportion resided in Lisbon (27%), followed by Porto and Braga, which together 
accounted for 36% of the applicant pool. The remaining candidates were distributed 
across several districts throughout the country, from Aveiro in the north to Coimbra, 
Santarém, and Faro in the central and southern regions. This geographical diversity 
reflects, in part, the accessibility of an application process conducted entirely online, 
enabling candidates from across the country to apply.
In terms of gender, female applicants represented 64% of the applicant pool (against 
40% of last year), compared with 36% male applicants.

Selection Committee
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Statistics

Number of Applicants versus Total Grantees

2026 Number

Applicants 11

Grantees 3

Success Rate 27%

Home Institutions

Major Academic Discipline
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Applicants Number

Universidade de Lisboa 2

Universidade de Aveiro 1

%

18%

9%

Universidade Autónoma 1 9%

Universidade Católica 
Portuguesa 1 9%

Instituto Politécnico 
do Porto

ISCTE-IUL

1 9%

1 9%

Universidade de Coimbra 1

Universidade Lusófona 1

9%

9%

Universidade do Minho 1 9%

Total 100%11

Universidade do Porto 1 9%

Applicants Number

Universidade de Lisboa 1

%

33%

Universidade Católica 
Portuguesa 1 33%

Universidade de Coimbra 1 33%

Total 100%3

Applicants Number

Arts 2

Biology 2

Total 100%

%

18%

18%

Urban Studies 2 18%

11

Biomedical Engineering 1 9%

Computer Science 1 9%

Grantees Number %

Arts 1 33%

Biology 1 33%

Biomedical Engineering 1 33%

Total 100%3

Law 1 9%

Mechanical Engineering 1 9%

Nutrition 1 9%
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Statistics (cont.)

Host Institutions
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Applicants Number

Tulane University

1

Pennsylvania State 
University

1

Total 100%

%

9%
9%

Columbia University

1

1

9%

9%

11

University of Baltimore

1 9%

University of Maryland

1 9%

1 9%

Virginia Tech

1 9%

1 9%
1 9%

Salk Institute for Biological 
Studies

1 9%

Harvard University
Museum of Arts and Design

University of Alaska 
Southeast

University of Tennessee

Grantees Number

1
1

%

33%
33%

Harvard University

1 33%

Museum of Arts and Design
University of Alaska 
Southeast

Total 100%3

Geographical Area of Residence (District)

Applicants Number

Lisboa 3

Braga 2

%

27%

18%

Porto 2 18%

Aveiro 1 9%
Coimbra 1

Faro 1

9%

9%

Santarém 1 9%

Total 100%11

Grantees Number

Coimbra 1

Faro 1

%

33%

33%

Lisboa 1 33%

Total 100%3
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Gender

Age Range

Career Position

Duration of Stay
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Applicants Number

Female 7

Male 4

Total 100%

%

64%

36%

11

Grantees Number

Female 3

Total 100%

%

100%

3

Applicants Number

40-49 7

30-39 2

Total 100%

%

64%

18%

11

50-60 2 18%

Grantees Number

30-39 1

40-49 1

Total 100%

%

33%

33%

3

50-60 1 33%

Total 100%11

Applicants Number

Assistant Professor 4

Researcher 4

%

36%

36%

Associate Professor 1 9%

Grantees Number %

Total 100%3

Researcher 3 100%

Full Professor 1 9%

Other Professional 1 9%

Total 100%28

Applicants Number

6 months 6
3 months 3

%

55%
27%

4 months 2 18%
Total 100%14

Grantees Number

3 months 2
6 months 1

%

67%
33%
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