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 Since its establishment in 1960, Fulbright Portugal has continuously provided 

scholarships to Portuguese and U.S. citizens—students, academics, researchers, professors, 

and artists—who, by demonstrating their potential, have excelled as responsible, mindful global 

citizens and as leaders in their respective fields.

 Fulbright was established to create citizens of the world—those who dare to address 

universal problems and bring about meaningful change for the direct or indirect benefit of 

humanity. For Senator J. William Fulbright, education—serving as a foundation to promote 

sharing and interaction among different societies, cultures, geographies, and ways of life—is 

the most effective means of creating citizens who respect diversity and understand our 

common values and beliefs. This is clearly reflected in his own words:

 “International educational exchange is the most significant current project designed to 

continue the process of humanizing mankind to the point, we would hope, that men can learn 

to live in peace—eventually even to cooperate in constructive activities.”

 By consistently supporting talent, encouraging academic excellence, and fostering 

innovation and partnership, Fulbright Portugal has built a 65-year-long success story. To date, 

nearly 2,700 Fulbright grantees have crossed the Atlantic between Portugal and the United 

States, two-thirds of them Portuguese and one-third American. More than 170 American 

universities have hosted Portuguese Fulbrighters, while over 30 Portuguese higher education 

and research institutions have benefited from the presence of American Fulbrighters.

 From its modest but highly significant beginnings—nurturing a new generation of 

leaders in Portuguese society in the latter half of the 20th century—the number of grantees has 

steadily and sustainably increased.

 Although we should always celebrate this collective success, I firmly believe that it is 

even more important to keep the program alive by continuously enhancing and expanding it. In 

an era when traditional diplomacy often seems confrontational and fiercely competitive, and 

the world appears increasingly fragmented, Senator Fulbright’s words resonate more strongly 

than ever. His vision—emphasizing the urgent need for nations to come together to share 

knowledge, express passions, and, most importantly, to listen and learn from one another in the 

pursuit of mutual understanding—is, in the 21st century, more relevant than ever and deserves 

to be brought fully to life.

 I am deeply grateful for the support from our program participants, partners, donors, 

board members, staff, and the entire Fulbright Portugal community, who help shape the future 

of all our programs.

 Thank you for your inspiration and encouragement.

Message from the Chair of the Board 
of Directors

Elsa Henriques
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 It is my pleasure to address our Fulbright Community and present this report, 

summarizing our programs and activities in FY24.

 The strength of the Fulbright Program lies in its commitment to academic excellence, 

the determination of its scholars, and the impact of its institutions. The projects, research, and 

achievements of our Portuguese and U.S. Fulbrighters exemplify this commitment. In 2024, 

Fulbright grants supported outstanding scholars and researchers across a broad range of 

fields, fostering collaborations between leading institutions of higher education and research 

centers in both countries.

 At its core, Fulbright is a merit-based program that expands opportunities for talented 

students and scholars from all backgrounds, empowering them to excel and contribute to their 

fields. Through their studies, research, and dedication, Fulbrighters give back to their 

institutions, communities, and society as a whole. They play a key role in strengthening the 

scientific, cultural, and educational ties between Portugal and the United States, while also 

addressing pressing global challenges.

 I extend my sincere appreciation to our partners for their steadfast support of our joint 

grant programs and for sharing the Fulbright Commission’s vision—one that promotes mutual 

understanding, academic achievement, international collaboration, and the pursuit of 

knowledge.

 A special acknowledgment goes to the Fulbright Commission team, whose dedication 

and hard work make our collective success possible.

 As we look ahead to 2025 and beyond, we remain committed to expanding 

opportunities, fostering academic excellence, and building stronger communities through the 

power of education and exchange.

Message from the Executive Director

Otilia Macedo Reis
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 Fulbright creates connections in a complex and changing world, offering 
programs for passionate and accomplished students, scholars, artists, teachers, and 
professionals of all backgrounds. These Fulbrighters enrich their educations, advance 
their careers—and make meaningful contributions abroad and at home. Upon 
returning to their home countries, institutions, or classrooms, they share their stories 
and often continue the work they started abroad—and join thousands of alumni 
serving as leaders across the globe.
 For over 78 years, we have believed that by living and learning together with 
people of different cultures we can shape a more positive vision of our communities 
and our world. Our mission is vital: to forge lasting connections, counter 
misunderstandings, and help people and nations work together toward common 
goals.
 America's flagship international exchange program, Fulbright is managed 
globally in collaboration with 49 binational Fulbright Commissions and 110+ U.S. 
embassies. Through our unique international educational and cultural exchange 
programs, Fulbright’s diverse and dynamic network of scholars, alumni, and globe 
partners fosters mutual understanding between the United States and partner 
nations, shares knowledge across communities, and improves lives around the world.

The Fulbright Program

One connection at a time, Fulbright brings people closer 
together and moves nations closer to a more peaceful 
world.
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 The Fulbright Program is planned and administered in Portugal by the 
Commission for Educational Exchange between the United States of America and 
Portugal. The Commission – also known as the Fulbright Commission, was established 
in 1960 and has been continued and strengthened in 2015 by agreements signed 
between the Government of the U.S. and the Government of Portugal, with the 
purpose of promoting mutual understanding between the peoples of the two 
countries through educational and cultural contacts.
 The Fulbright Commission has developed an important role in the promotion of 
mutual understanding between the USA and Portugal, through its triple mission in the 
areas of education and science: 
i) offering opportunities for the exchange of scholars, researchers and students;
ii) delivering quality orientation and information services focused on the 
educational systems of both countries; and 
iii) organizing knowledge-sharing initiatives.

The Fulbright Commission in Portugal

Goals and Priorities

 In the course of FY2024 the activity of the Fulbright Commission was focused 
on the “core” grant programs in which the Fulbright Program lays its foundations 
(degree awarding, research and lecturing programs, of mid-long term duration, purely 
academic or with a very strong academic component, in all fields of study), while 
focusing on using its resources and the ones of our partner institutions as efficiently 
and impactfully as possible. As part of this process, partnerships with several 
organizations and cost-share agreements with higher education institutions willing to 
host Fulbright grantees were incentivized and developed.
 Efforts were also conducted to increase the number of applications received 
and to select grantees of all backgrounds, while advancing the efficiency and 
transparency of the competition and selection procedures. 
 Cohort advising programs for Portuguese students have contributed to 
increase their potential to apply to U.S. universities for admission, whereas the visibility 
of Portugal as a destination for U.S. students and researchers was boosted through 
outreach and promotion projects.

Statement of Purpose and Mission
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Implementation of the Fulbright Program

US Grant Program

 The U.S. Fulbright Grant Program consists of a portfolio of 13 grants: 9 for 
scholars (teaching and/or post-doctoral research) and 4 for students (study or 
pre-doctoral research and English teaching assistantship). Competitions take place 
annually, from March through September, for scholars, and from April to October, for 
students, for next year’s academic year.

Fulbright Grants for U.S. Scholars (teaching and/or post-doctoral research):
Fulbright / FCT: Foundation for Science and Technology Award (All Disciplines)

Fulbright Award in Artificial Intelligence Ethics / Universidade Católica Portuguesa (UCP)

Fulbright Award Atlantic for Future / IPMA – Portuguese Institute for Sea and Atmosphere 

Fulbright Award in Computer Science / Polytechnic Institute of Portalegre 

Fulbright Award in Law and Criminology / University of Minho 

Fulbright Award in Law and Sustainability / NOVA School of Law 

Fulbright Award in Management / ISCTE-IUL, Business Research Unit (BRU-IUL) 

Fulbright Award in Marketing, Communication & Media Studies / IPL-Politécnico de Lisboa 

Fulbright Award in Space, Atmosphere, Ocean, Climate, Energy and Data Science / AIR Centre

 
Fulbright Grants for U.S. Students (study or pre-doctoral research and English 
teaching assistantship):
Fulbright / FLAD Open Study/Research Award 

Fulbright / Camões, I.P. Open Study/Research Award 

Fulbright / Azores Government Open Study/Research Award 

Fulbright English Teaching Assistants Award 

 The Commission also administers the Fulbright Specialist Program, designed 
for faculty and professionals. Portuguese host institutions present project proposals to 
host Specialists on a rolling basis throughout the Fiscal Year. There are 5 slots each 
academic year and, in FY2023 and FY2024, 3 extra ECA-Funded Fulbright Specialist 
Projects for Portugal. 
 Additionally, the Commission participates in the Fulbright Inter-country Travel 
Grant Program, administered by European Commissions that offers the opportunity 
for Scholars based in one European country in Europe to travel to another country to 
collaborate in short-term projects.
 Awardees of multi-country programs, such as the Fulbright Global Scholar 
Program (for scholars), the Fulbright-Schuman Program (administered by the 
Fulbright Commission in Belgium and Luxembourg, for both scholars and students) 
and the Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad (DDRA) Program 
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(administered by the U.S. Department of Education, for students), are also welcomed 
and supported by the Fulbright Commission before (with pre-departure orientation 
and resources), during (with in-country orientation and support) and after (with 
alumni engagement activities) their stay in Portugal.
 The Commission reviews and edits the content of award descriptions and 
announces all opportunities to Portugal on the catalog of Awards for the Fulbright U.S. 
Scholar Program and the Fulbright U.S. Student Program. The Commission also 
carries out virtual information sessions for potential candidates and webinars about 
all offers. The Commission sends targeted email campaigns with information about all 
awards to Portugal to Fulbright alumni and Portuguese HEI and research centers 
interested in inviting U.S. faculty and researchers and publishes the U.S. Scholar 
awards on international research networks such as EuroAxess North America. 
 The Institute of International Education (IIE) conducts the recruitment process 
by sharing information about awards to Portugal to Fulbright campus advisors at 
universities in the U.S. and by holding office hours with prospective candidates.
 Portuguese partner institutions, especially in which concerns the U.S. Scholar 
Program, are also valued allies in promoting and disseminating information, and 
encouraging their contacts to apply for these awards. 
 All U.S. Fulbright scholar and student programs’ applications are reviewed by 
National Screening Committees (NSC), divided by award category and area of study, 
and composed by Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program alumni and U.S. faculty, who review 
the paper applications and recommend several application finalists for selection. 
NSC-recommended applications were assessed by the Board of Directors, that 
selected the candidates based on their personal motivations, cultural adaptability, 
interest in pursuing a project in Portugal and choice of host institution.  Partner 
institutions also have the prerogative to recommend the candidates of their 
preference for selection by the Board of Directors. 
 All applications for AY2024/2025 were, therefore, selected and ranked by the 
Commission’s Board of Directors, taking into consideration NSC’s and partner 
institution’s recommendations for selection.
 In 2024, for the 2024/2025 cycle, the Commission organized Selection 
Committees, composed of Portuguese and U.S. alumni, and Board Members for each 
grant category (U.S. Scholars, U.S. Research Students and English Teaching 
Assistants) all NSC-recommended candidates for the US Scholar and US Student 
Programs were interviewed online. 
 Selection Committees evaluated the potential to reflect the American society 
and, by living up to the principles of the Fulbright Program, how well could candidates 
serve as cultural ambassadors of the U.S. and of the Fulbright Program, while in 
Portugal. The Committees also considered the candidate’s choice of research subject 
and affiliation in Portugal and considered merit, including in its definition also such 
aspects as overcoming adversity, access to resources and opportunities, and the 
candidate’s personal journey up until the moment of their Fulbright grant application.
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2023/2024 list of grantees

Jacquelyn Chase 
Field of Study: Geography
Home Institution: California State University-Chico, College of 
Behavioral and Social Sciences, Department of Geography and 
Planning
Project Title: Rural Revitalization and Thriving with Fire in 
Portugal
Host Institution: Universidade de Lisboa, School of Agriculture, 
Forest Research Center, Lisbon

U.S. Scholars

Fulbright / FCT: Foundation for Science and Technology Award (All Disciplines)

Ligia Collado-Vides 
Field of Study: Biology
Home Institution: Florida International University
Project Title: Characterize and compare the dynamics and 
magnitude of Sargassum and Rugulopterix macroalgae blooms”
Host Institution: Universidade do Algarve, Algarve Centre of 
Marine Sciences (CCMAR-Algarve), Faro

Mahir Bilen Can 
Field of Study: Mathematics
Home Institution: Tulane University of Louisiana
Project Title: “Incidence Monoids”
Host Institution: Universidade NOVA de Lisboa

Ryan Kerrigan 
Field of Study: Geology
Home Institution: University of Pittsburgh-Johnstown
Project Title: Examining islands of rock to understand how 
mountains are built: Braganca & Morais Massifs, Portugal”
Host Institution: Universidade de Lisboa

Stephanie Kane 
Field of Study: Anthropology
Home Institution: Indiana University-Bloomingto
Project Title: Port City as Avian Habitat: Ethnography at the 
Interface of Infrastructure and Environment
Host Institution: Universidade do Porto, CIBIO – Research Center 
in Biodiversity and Genetic Resources, University of Lisbon’s 
School of Agriculture (ISA-ULisboa)

Andrew Hafenbrack 
Field of Study: Business
Home Institution: University of Washington-Seattle
Project Title: Digital Colonial(tour)ism and Mindfulness 
Intervention
Host Institution: ISCTE–Instituto Universitário de Lisboa.

Fulbright Award in Management / ISCTE-IUL, Business Research Unit (BRU-IUL)

Sydney Chinchanachokchai 
Field of Study: Business
Home Institution: University of Akron
Project Title: Influencer marketing: A cross-cultural comparison 
between Portugal and the United States
Host Institution: Instituto Politécnico de Lisboa

Fulbright Award in Marketing, Communication & Media Studies / Polytechnic of Lisbon

Nina Mahmoudian 
Field of Study: Engineering
Home Institution: Purdue University
Project Title: Enabling Real-time Networked Marine Ecosystem 
Monitoring
Host Institution: Association for the Development of the Atlantic 
International Research Centre (AIR Centre), Lisbon and Angra do 
Heroísmo (Terceira Island, Azores Archipelago)

Fulbright Award in Space, Atmosphere, Ocean, Climate, Energy and Data Science /AIR Centre
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2023/2024 list of grantees

Burke Griggs 
Field of Study: Law
Home Institution: Washburn University
Project Title: Conjunctive Management of Transboundary 
Waters in the Iberian Peninsula and the Southwest USA
Host Institution: Universidade NOVA de Lisboa, NOVA School of 
Lawn.

Fulbright Award in Law and Sustainability / NOVA School of Law

Consuelo Waight 
Academic Field: Social Work
Project Title: Critical Analysis of Human Resource Professionals
Host Institution: Instituto Superior de Gestão (ISG)

Fulbright Specialists Program

Dennis Beck  
Academic Field: Education
Home Institution: University of Pittsburgh-Johnstown
Project Title: Instructional Design for Immersive Environments
Host Institution: Institute for Systems and Computer 
Engineering, Technology and Science (INESC TEC)

Elizabeth Abele 
Academic Field: American (U.S.) Studies
Project Title: American Studies: From the Home to the Imagined 
and Back
Host Institution: Universidade de Lisboa, School of Arts and 
Humanities

Randy Levinson 
Academic Field: Biology Education
Home Institution: University of Pittsburgh-Johnstown
Project Title: Raising ITQB NOVA’s global standing and research 
success
Host Institution: Universidade NOVA, Institute for Chemical and 
Biological Technology (ITQB)

Kenzo Kimura 
Field of Study: Public Health
Home Institution: New York University
Project Title: The Culture of Caring: An assessment of Portugal’s 
Elderly
Host Institution: Universidade NOVA de Lisboa

Fulbright / FLAD Open Study/Research Award

Michelle Furmansky 
Field of Study: Public Policy
Home Institution: University of Pittsburgh
Project Title: Portugal and Youth (Un)Employment
Host Institution: Universidade de Lisboa

U.S. Students

Corinne Clarkson 
Field of Study: Political Science
Home Institution: University of Utah
Project Title: Three Generations of Female Political Attitudes in 
Portugal’s Democratic State
Host Institution: ISCTE – Instituto Universitário de Lisboa

Fulbright / Camões, I.P. Open Study/Research Award

Jacob Moniz 
Field of Study: Creative Writing
Home Institution: University of Notre Dame
Project Title: The Things You’ll Inherit: A Novel
Host Institution: Universidade dos Açores

Fulbright Open Study/Research Award, with the support of the Azores Regional Government

Micah Porter 
Field of Study: Development Studies
Home Institution: Wake Forest University
Project Title: Marine Spatial Planning: Achieving and Evaluating 
Sustainability in Fishing Communities
Host Institution: Universidade dos Açores
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Bushra Rahman 
Home Institution: Emory University
Host Institution: Instituto Politécnico de Leiria

English Teaching Assistants

Jocelyn Vega-Robledo 
Home Institution: Pitzer College
Host Institution: Universidade da Madeira

2023/2024 list of grantees

Julia Clark 
Home Institution: University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Host Institution: Egas Moniz

Marco Barcenas-Consuelo 
Home Institution: University of Richmond
Host Institution: Universidade de Aveiro

Yanira Garcia 
Home Institution: Emory University
Host Institution: ISCTE – Instituto Universitário de Lisboa
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2023/2024 grantees’ testimonies

 During their Fulbright in Portugal, U.S. grantees are welcome to share their 
experiences as part of the educational and cultural engagement in their host 
communities that is a cornerstone of the Fulbright Program. 
 These “My Fulbright Experience” testimonies are widely shared to the 
Commission’s social media and weekly newsletter following and can come as a 
reflection of a grantee’s overall experience, their involvement in enrichment activities, 
classes, and volunteering experiences that our grantees eagerly participate or their 
travel to present lectures or take part in conferences.
 All first-hand accounts of the U.S. “cultural ambassadors” to our country – and 
the engaging pictures that accompany them - depict a vivid picture of what 
prospective candidates can discover in Portugal and how transformative Fulbright can 
be.

“My journey to Portugal has been more than just a study abroad experience; 

it’s been a lifetime of memories replete with the memories of a lifetime. 

And as I stand before you today, I am filled with gratitude for the Fulbright 

Program and the opportunity to experience this journey—a journey that has 

forever changed the way I see the world and my place within it.”

Micah Porter, 2023/2024, US Student Fulbright Open Study/Research Award 
with the support of Azores Regional Government.

“The phrase that I took away from this visit was “sometimes life can be 

really good.” This realization came partly because of where I was mentally 

at the beginning of the trip after living through the pandemic, untimely 

deaths in the family, and the stresses of the tenure track.” 

Andrew Hafenbrack, 2023/2024 Fulbright Scholar in Management, 
ISCTE-University Institute of Lisbon’s Business Research Unit.

“Thank you, the Fulbright Program and Fulbright Portugal, for the 

opportunity to enrich my academic and professional journey as well as 

broaden my cultural horizons and personal growth.”

“I cannot say enough positive things about my Fulbright experience, it was 

one of the best periods during my career. Fulbright provided support for my 

family to accompany me during this amazing adventure. In the down time, in 

between research, we were able to travel around Portugal and Europe. We all 

had an amazing time, and we all feel so fortunate to be involved in such a 

wonderful program.” 

Ryan Kerrigan, Fulbright US Scholar All Disciplines Award 
at Universidade de Lisboa, 2023/ 2024.

Sydney Chinchanachokchai, Associate Professor of Marketing, University of Akron, 
2023/2024 Fulbright US Scholar in Marketing Communication and Media Studies / 
Polytechnic of Lisbon 
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2024/2025 list of selected grantees

U.S. Scholars

Fulbright / FCT: Foundation for Science and Technology Award (All Disciplines)

Adriana San Miguel 
Field of Study: Biology
Home Institution: North Carolina State University at Raleigh
Project Title: Stress granules: beneficial or harmful cellular 
agents in neurodegenerative disease?
Host Institution: Universidade do Algarve

Ben Ford 
Field of Study: Archaeology
Home Institution: University of Pennsylvania- Main Campus
Project Title: The Human-Landscape ‘Conversation’ in the Lagoa 
da Pederneira Region
Host Institution: Universidade do Porto

Brent Chamberlain  
Field of Study: Architecture
Home Institution: Utah State University
Project Title: Multimethod Assessment Techniques for Spatial 
Planning and Design
Host Institution: Universidade de Lisboa

Fran Siegel 
Field of Study: Arts
Home Institution: California State University-Long Beach
Project Title: A Fachada Transparente” (Transparent Facade)
Host Institution: Universidade do Lisboa

João Resende-Santos 
Field of Study: International Relations
Home Institution: Bentley University
Project Title: US Policy and Decolonization in Portuguese Africa, 
1950-1975
Host Institution: Universidade Lusófona

Fulbright Award in Management / ISCTE-IUL, Business Research Unit (BRU-IUL)

Renee Flasher 
Field of Study: Accounting
Home Institution: Pennsylvania State University - Harrisburg
Project Title: Global Enforcement Pressures – Similarity and 
Differences with US Financial Disclosure Enforcement
Host Institution: ISCTE – Instituto Universitário de Lisboa

Fulbright Award in Marketing, Communication & Media Studies / Polytechnic of Lisbon

David Taylor 
Field of Study: Journalism
Home Institution: Johns Hopkins University
Project Title: Journalism study of cork oak forests and 
sustainability in climate change
Host Institution: Instituto Politécnico de Lisboa

Fulbright Award Atlantic for Future/ IPMA – Portuguese Institute for Sea and Atmosphere

Bruce Howe 
Field of Study: Oceanography
Home Institution: University of Hawaii at Manoa
Project Title: Ocean and Earth Observing using SMART 
Submarine Cable Systems
Host Institution: IPMA – Instituto Português do Mar e da 
Atmosfera

Ming Li 
Field of Study: Oceanography
Home Institution: University of Hawaii at Manoa
Project Title: Advancing Models for Predicting Toxic Harmful 
Algal Blooms Under Climate Change
Host Institution: IPMA – Instituto Português do Mar e da 
Atmosfera

Fulbright Award in Law and Sustainability / NOVA School of Law

Robin Wilson 
Field of Study: Law
Home Institution: University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
Project Title: Can AI Unleash Human Rights for All and Achieve a 
Sustainable Détente in the Culture Wars?
Host Institution: Universidade NOVA de Lisboa
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Fulbright Specialists 
(to be selected)

U.S. Students

2024/2025 list of selected grantees

Fulbright / FLAD Open Study/Research Award

Ellena Privitera 
Field of Study: Public Health
Home Institution: The Ohio State University
Project Title: Addressing Non-Communicable Disease 
Disparities by Centering Migrant Communities
Host Institution: Universidade NOVA de Lisboa

Stephen Crocker 
Field of Study: Social Work
Home Institution: Boston University
Project Title: Living Hope: Sharing Stories of Portugal’s Drug 
Policy & Harm Reduction Efforts
Host Institution: ISCTE – Instituto Universitário de Lisboa

Fulbright / Camões, I.P. Open Study/Research Award

Tristan Montgomery 
Field of Study: Translation
Home Institution: Emory University
Project Title: Specialized Translation Degree in Portugal
Host Institution: Universidade de Aveiro

Fulbright Open Study/Research Award with the support of the Azores Regional Government

Sam Bither 
Field of Study: International Relations
Home Institution: : Oxford Universirty
Project Title: The impact of climate change and overfishing on 
ocean-reliant communities in the Azores
Host Institution: Universidade dos Açores

English Teaching Assistants

Aidan Goddu 
Home Institution: University of Massachusetts - Dartmouth
Host Institution: Universidade de Aveiro

Isabel Kingston 
Home Institution: Princeton College
Host Institution: Instituto Politécnico de Leiria

Katrina Gallegos 
Home Institution: Baylor University
Host Institution: Universidade da Madeira

Laura Caram 
Home Institution: University of Miami
Host Institution: Instituto Politécnico de Santarém

Yennifer Coca Izquierdo
Home Institution: Berea College
Host Institution: Egas Moniz School of Health and Science
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Portuguese Grant Program

 The Portuguese Fulbright Grant Program consists of a portfolio of 11 grants: 8 
for students and 3 for scholars. All competitions take place annually, during December 
and January, for the following academic year.

Fulbright Grants for Students (pre-doctoral):
Fulbright Grant for Research

Fulbright Grant for Research with the support of FCT

Fulbright Grant for Research with the support of the Regional Government of the Azores

Fulbright Grant for Research with the support of FLAD

Fulbright Grant for Master’s degree

Fulbright Grant for Ph.D. degree with the support of FCT

Fulbright / Fundação Carmona e Costa Master of Fine Arts-Drawing

Foreign Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA) 

 
Fulbright Grants for Scholars (post-doctoral):
Fulbright Grant for Scholars and Researchers with Ph.D.

Fulbright Grant for Scholars and Researchers with Ph.D. with the support of Camões I.P.

Fulbright Visiting Award at Florida Polytechnic Institute 

 Except for two student grants, Portuguese candidates are self-placed. This 
means that they are scientifically evaluated by and accepted to an American university 
or research center before applying for the Fulbright Program in Portugal. For this 
reason, each Selection Committee assesses all eligible candidates regardless of their 
field of study. Above all, it is necessary to consider the capacity of the candidates to live 
up to the spirit of the Fulbright Program, and to reflect the diversity of Portuguese 
society. In other words, their potential to be cultural ambassadors for Portugal and for 
the Fulbright Program during their stay in the U.S. and after, when returning to 
Portugal, within their academic and home communities in general. Therefore, even 
though Fulbright Grants are merit-based, the Committee also considers aspects for 
merit that go beyond the “academic merit”, such as:
 -  Potential for bringing positive change in education in general.
 -  Civic engagement and participation in social initiatives.
 -  Capacity to overcome hardship and adversity.
 -  The applicant’s journey leading up to applying for a Fulbright grant, and their 
access to resources.
 - Impact of personal and cultural identities, or family and community 
circumstances, on the candidate’s academic and professional paths.
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 In the Research category for students and for scholars, Fulbright Grants 
support candidates who want to develop research and/or a teaching project (the latter 
just for scholars) in HEI or research centers in the U.S., for all scientific domains. Eligible 
applicants must have:
 -  A Licenciatura (undergraduate) degree for students, and a Ph.D. degree for 
scholars.
 -  Proficient knowledge of the English language.
 - An Affiliation letter: agreement with their research project from one 
accredited American university or research center.
 In the Graduate Studies category, our Fulbright Master’s and Ph.D. Grants 
support students who have been accepted to the first year of a Master’s or a Ph.D. 
program, respectively, in an accredited American university, for all fields of study. 
Eligible applicants must have:
 - A Licenciatura (undergraduate) degree.
 - Proficient knowledge of the English language.
 - An Admission letter from one accredited American university.
 Awardees of multi-country programs, such as the Fulbright-Schuman Program 
(administered by the Fulbright Commission in Belgium and Luxembourg) and the 
Fulbright Scholar in Residence Program (administered directly by the IIE) are also 
supported by Fulbright Portugal throughout their programs. 
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2023/2024 list of grantees

Ana Teresa Freitas 
Field of Study: Computer Science and Engineer
Home Institution: Universidade de Lisboa
Project Title: Develop new algorithms to improve polygenic risk 
models, exploring deep learning techniques on datasets with 
hundreds of thousands of genomes
Host Institution: National Cancer Institute

Portuguese Students

Carina Crucho 
Field of Study: Chemistry
Home Institution: Universidade de Lisboa
Project Title: Develop a targeted oral delivery strategy for 
aminoglycoside antibiotics based on organosilica nanoparticles
Host Institution: University of Georgia

Portuguese Scholars

Eduardo Medeiros 
Field of Study: Geography
Home Institution: ISCTE-IUL
Project Title: Compare how USA and EU Border Cities are 
contributing and can contribute for increasing territorial 
integration
Host Institution: Arizona State University

André de Moura 
Field of Study: Mathematics
Home Institution: Yale University
Project Title: Arithmetic geometry, the application of algebraic 
geometry to number-theoretic problems
Host Institution: The University of Illinois at Chicago

Portuguese Students

Rui Pinto  
Field of Study: Mechanical Engineering
Home Institution: Universidade do Porto
Project Title: Bridging the continuum scale with micromechanics 
and atomistic models, seeking insight into dislocation motion and 
interactions in metallic lattices
Host Institution: Brown University

Portuguese Students

Fulbright Grant for PhD, with the support of FCT

Carolina Rito 
Field of Study: Curatorial Studies
Home Institution: Conventry University
Project Title: Conceptual framework for curatorial research and 
recommendations to support the development of high standard 
curatorial research in the cultural sector and academia
Host Institution: School of Visual Arts

Fulbright Grant for Scholars with the Support of Camões I.P.

Tomás Ambrósio 
Field of Study: Business Administration
Home Institution: Nova SBE
Host Institution: Harvard University

Fulbright Grant for Masters, with the support of FLAD

Inês Catarino 
Field of Study: Linguistics
Home Institution: Universidade de Lisboa
Host Institution: University of Oregon

Fulbright-FLTA, Foreign Language Teaching Assistant
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Maria Inês Farrim  
Field of Study: Biosciences & Health Technologies
Home Institution: Universidade Lusófona
Project Title: “Targeting β-cell dysfunction as a therapeutic 
strategy for diabetes: a multi-omics approach focused on α- to 
β-cell-like transdifferentiation
Host Institution: University of Oregon

Fulbright Grant for Research

Ana Mesias 
Field of Study: Biomedical Engineering
Home Institution: Universidade Católica Portuguesa
Project Title: Bio-peptides with neuroprotective and 
neuromodulator potential upon brain disorders
Host Institution: Standford University

Bernardo Gabriecl 
Field of Study: Electrical and Computer Engineering
Home Institution: Universidade do Porto
Project Title: Design and develop a modular and power efficient 
motherboard for autonomous underwater vehicles
Host Institution: Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute

Fulbright Grant for Research, with the support of FLAD

2023/2024 list of grantees

Gabriela Biscotto 
Field of Study: Architecture
Home Institution: Universidade do Porto
Project Title: Understand and test new technologies and 
processes applicable to modular construction
Host Institution: The Pennsylvania State University

Pedro Ligeiro 
Field of Study: Entrepreneurial Studies
Home Institution: Universidade do Porto
Project Title: North Carolina Research Triangle Park (RTP), and its 
ecosystem of Innovation
Host Institution: University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Gil Silva 
Field of Study: Home Institution
Home Institution: Universidade de Lisboa
Project Title: Next-generation functional programming language 
to facilitate safe and efficient parallel programming
Host Institution: Carnegie Mellon University

Rui Mota 
Field of Study: Geosciences
Home Institution: Universidade dos Açores
Project Title: Developing optical and thermal satellite remote 
sensing-based approaches for monitoring volcanic clouds
Host Institution: U.S. Geological Survey at the Alaska Volcano 
Observatory

Fulbright Grant for Research, with the support of the Regional Government of the Azores

André Carvalho
Field of Study: Chemistry
Home Institution: Universidade do Minho 
Project Title: 
Host Institution: Brandeis University

André Santos 
Field of Study: Computer Science
Home Institution: Universidade de Coimbra
Project Title: development of new hydrogel-based platforms for 
biomedical applications: Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI), 
Magnetic Hyperthermia and drug delivery
Host Institution: Carnegie Mellon University

Fulbright Grant for Research, with support from FCT
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Catarina Carvalhas
Field of Study: Pharmaceutical Sciences
Home Institution: Universidade de Coimbra
Project Title: The impact of sleep deprivation on neuron-glia 
interplay and glial clocks
Host Institution: University of Pennsylvania

Diana Cunha 
Field of Study: Pharmaceutical Sciences
Home Institution: Universidade do Porto
Project Title: The development of analytical strategies for the 
evaluation of biopharmaceuticals, targeting their 
characterization and quality control
Host Institution: Iowa State University
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2023/2024 list of grantees

Fulbright Grant for Research, with support from FCT (cont.)

Diana Gomes 
Field of Study: Biochemistry
Home Institution: Universidade da Beira Interior
Project Title: Biosynthesis and purification of HPV E6 and E7 
oncoproteins to explore specific drugs against cervical cancer
Host Institution: University of Virginia

Diogo Carvalho 
Field of Study: Physics
Home Institution: Universidade de Lisboa
Project Title: Machine learning algorithms for laser-plasma 
simulations
Host Institution: University of California-Los Angeles

Diogo Esteves Pereira 
Field of Study: Chemistry
Home Institution: Universidade de Aveiro
Project Title: Development of magnetic activated carbon for 
water treatment, specifically the adsorption of organic emerging 
micropollutants at trace levels with the aim of improving water 
and wastewater quality
Host Institution: University at Buffalo

Filipa Prata Silva 
Field of Study: Biology
Home Institution: Universidade Católica Portuguesa
Project Title: Viral chromatin methylation during KSHV (Kaposi 
sarcoma-associated herpesvirus) infection
Host Institution: Harvard University

Francisco Cruz 
Field of Study: Psychology
Home Institution: Universidade de Lisboa
Project Title: The origin of skepticism towards psychological 
science and its root
Host Institution: Princeton University

Joana Pereira 
Field of Study: Biology
Home Institution: Universidade do Porto
Project Title: Understand the mechanisms underlying host 
resistance and plasma membrane (PM) repair upon challenge 
with pneumolysin, a poreforming toxin and major virulence factor 
produced by the deadly human bacterial pathogen S. 
pneumoniae
Host Institution: Tufts University in Boston

Maria Miguel Castro 
Field of Study: Biomedicine
Home Institution: Universidade do Porto
Project Title: Understand if cell-cell adhesion, mediated by the 
co-expression of two adhesion molecules (E- and P-cadherin), 
can function as a metastasis-promoter and a candidate to 
control survival and therapeutic resistance of inflammatory 
breast cancer cells
Host Institution: Johns Hopkins University

Mariana Dias 
Field of Study: Biomedical Engineering
Home Institution: Universidade Nova de Lisboa
Project Title: The development of Deep Neural Networks to 
process and extract patterns from biosignals
Host Institution: Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Paulo Faria
Field of Study: Biomedical Sciences
Home Institution: Universidade do Porto
Project Title: Create a novel multistage cancer vaccine that 
effectively tackles glioblastoma (GBM), the most common and 
lethal type of brain cancer
Host Institution: Northeastern University

Rafaela Ferrão 
Field of Study: Biology
Home Institution: Universidade de Coimbra
Project Title: Developing a nanoparticle-based formulation able 
to cross the brain-blood barrier (BBB) and clear senescent brain 
cells to treat cognitive dysfunction associated with ageing
Host Institution: Terasaki Institute for Biomedical Innovation

Sara Mesquita 
Field of Study: Public Health
Home Institution: Universidade Nova de Lisboa
Project Title: Improve the predictability of the spread of 
(infectious) diseases in complex techno-social systems, 
incorporating the dynamic nature of human behavior into 
algorithms and predictive models
Host Institution: Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Sofia Dias 
Field of Study: Biomedical Sciences
Home Institution: Universidade do Porto
Project Title: Developing and establishing novel and clinically 
relevant in vitro colorectal cancer models for drug and 
nanomedicine efficacy screening
Host Institution: University of Pennsylvania

Annual Program Report 2024 Fulbright Portugal
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Susana Tracana 
Field of Study: Biology
Home Institution: Universidade de Lisboa
Project Title: The virus-host interaction of HIV-2 in comparison to 
HIV-1
Host Institution: National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases

2023/2024 list of grantees

Fulbright Grant for Research, with support from FCT (cont.)

Diogo Machado 
Field of Study: Economics
Home Institution: KU Leuven
Project Title: Research the role of transatlantic cooperation in 
supporting high-risk/high-reward science
Host Institution: University of California-Berkeley

Fulbright Schuman Program for Pre-Doctoral Research Students
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2023/2024 grantees’ testimonies

 Portuguese grantees are kindly invited to give their testimonials during and 
after their Fulbright grant. This visual and written material published on our social 
media, including in the Newsletter, has become an important and dynamic tool, not 
only to give an insight into the Fulbright life cycle, but also to communicate how wide 
and rich the Fulbright community is. Furthermore, Fulbright testimonials can be 
positive, real, and informative feedback for all – Commission, partners, HEI, alums 
community, and followers in general.
 Portuguese Fulbrighters both learn and teach during their Fulbright experience. 
As Cultural Ambassadors, they have exposed their host communities to new cultures 
and ideas, and in turn have taken their experiences back and shared them with family, 
friends, peers, and with prospective Fulbright candidates, for instance, during the 
Commission’s outreach events. This exchange is a fundamental part of our Program’s 
mission of promoting mutual understanding.

During the grant’s life cycle: “Fulbrighters in Action”
After the grant (debriefing): “My Fulbright Experience”

«I came back from this adventure proud, more confident and surer of myself, 

of what I’m capable of and what I’m yet to become! Not everything was a bed 

of roses, as it sometimes tends to seem, but each challenge and obstacle 

allowed me to grow as a scientist and as a human being because, after all, 

they are inseparable dimensions! » 

Visiting Student Researcher, Ana Mesias

«It was such a great opportunity to be a Fulbrighter in Boston, for which I am 

so grateful and proud. I believe that traveling abroad allows for immense 

growth at both professional and personal levels, and after my own Fulbright 

experience, I recommend it to everyone! » 

Visiting Student Researcher, Paulo Faria 

«My nine-month experience at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) was 
nothing like I expected, but it was everything I needed it to be. I’m always thrilled to 
be exposed to cultural differences, and this time I did so at a great institution under 
a prestigious program.  I hope that my research from now on can reflect the sense 
of confidence and ambition I was able to cultivate during my time as a Fulbrighter. 
I’m sincerely grateful to the Fulbright Commission for making this period a reality in 

my life.» 
Visiting Student Researcher, Sara Mesquita

«My time in the United States as a Fulbright scholar was extremely rewarding. 

It was an unparalleled opportunity to fully immerse myself in a new culture, 

engage with, and meet remarkable new people.» 

Visiting Student Researcher, Rui Mota

Annual Program Report 2024 Fulbright Portugal

20



 The U.S. Fulbright Grant Program consists of a portfolio of 13 grants: 9 for 
scholars (teaching and/or post-doctoral research) and 4 for students (study or 
pre-doctoral research and English teaching assistantship). Competitions take place 
annually, from March through September, for scholars, and from April to October, for 
students, for next year’s academic year.

Fulbright Grants for U.S. Scholars (teaching and/or post-doctoral research):
Fulbright / FCT: Foundation for Science and Technology Award (All Disciplines)

Fulbright Award in Artificial Intelligence Ethics / Universidade Católica Portuguesa (UCP)

Fulbright Award Atlantic for Future / IPMA – Portuguese Institute for Sea and Atmosphere 

Fulbright Award in Computer Science / Polytechnic Institute of Portalegre 

Fulbright Award in Law and Criminology / University of Minho 

Fulbright Award in Law and Sustainability / NOVA School of Law 

Fulbright Award in Management / ISCTE-IUL, Business Research Unit (BRU-IUL) 

Fulbright Award in Marketing, Communication & Media Studies / IPL-Politécnico de Lisboa 

Fulbright Award in Space, Atmosphere, Ocean, Climate, Energy and Data Science / AIR Centre

 
Fulbright Grants for U.S. Students (study or pre-doctoral research and English 
teaching assistantship):
Fulbright / FLAD Open Study/Research Award 

Fulbright / Camões, I.P. Open Study/Research Award 

Fulbright / Azores Government Open Study/Research Award 

Fulbright English Teaching Assistants Award 

 The Commission also administers the Fulbright Specialist Program, designed 
for faculty and professionals. Portuguese host institutions present project proposals to 
host Specialists on a rolling basis throughout the Fiscal Year. There are 5 slots each 
academic year and, in FY2023 and FY2024, 3 extra ECA-Funded Fulbright Specialist 
Projects for Portugal. 
 Additionally, the Commission participates in the Fulbright Inter-country Travel 
Grant Program, administered by European Commissions that offers the opportunity 
for Scholars based in one European country in Europe to travel to another country to 
collaborate in short-term projects.
 Awardees of multi-country programs, such as the Fulbright Global Scholar 
Program (for scholars), the Fulbright-Schuman Program (administered by the 
Fulbright Commission in Belgium and Luxembourg, for both scholars and students) 
and the Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad (DDRA) Program 

2024/2025 list of selected grantees

Emanuel Gonçalves 
Field of Study: Bioinformatics and Machine Learning
Home Institution: Universidade de Lisboa
Project Title: Developing novel combinatorial base-editing 
CRISPR screens
Host Institution: Broad Institute

Portuguese Students

Luís Cruz 
Field of Study: Economy
Home Institution: Universidade de Coimbra
Project Title: Local and regional economic assessment in the 
framework of the Energy Transition Initiative
Host Institution: University of Virginia

Portuguese Scholars

Ricardo Miguel Godinho 
Field of Study: Paleoanthropology
Home Institution: Universidade do Algarve
Project Title: Compare how USA and EU Border Cities are 
contributing and can contribute for increasing territorial 
integration
Host Institution: State University of New York at Buffalo

Annarita Gori 
Field of Study: History
Home Institution: Universidade de Lisboa
Project Title: Cultural relationships between Portugal and the 
United States during the early Cold War era
Host Institution: University of Massachusetts-Dartmouth

Fulbright Grant for Scholars with the Support of Camões I.P.

Portuguese Students

Mauro Barbosa Franqueira 
Field of Study: Aerospace Engineering
Project Title: Advanced Guidance, Navigation, Control, and 
Autonomy (GNCA) space applications
Host Institution: University of Florida 

Rodrigo Costa 
Field of Study: Pharmaceutical Sciences
Home Institution: Clinical Psychology
Project Title: Examine the experiences of marginalized or 
otherwise stigmatized individuals and communities
Host Institution: University of Florida

Fulbright Grant for PhD

Leonor Melo Ribeiro 
Field of Study: Technology Law and Policy
Project Title: Explore how to harness the full potential of 
emerging technologies and the promotion of innovation, while 
mitigating the inherent risks new technologies pose to human 
rights
Host Institution: Georgetown University

Fulbright Grant for Masters

Bernardo Bagulho 
Field of Study: Linguistic
Home Institution: EUniversidade do Porto
Host Institution: Northwestern University

Fulbright / Fundação Carmona e Costa Grant for Master of Fine Arts – Drawing 
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Inês Almeida 
Field of Study: Linguistics
Home Institution: Universidade do Porto
Host Institution: Northwestern University

2024/2025 list of selected grantees

Fulbright-FLTA, Foreign Language Teaching Assistant

Fulbright Grant for Research

Francisco Almeida 
Field of Study: Neuroscience
Home Institution: Universidade do Minho
Project Title: Lipid signaling and magnetic resonance imaging 
determinants of myelin turnover
Host Institution: University of California-Davis

Maria Vale 
Field of Study: Psychology
Home Institution: Universidade do Minho
Project Title: Technology-facilitated dating abuse among 
adolescents
Host Institution: George Mason University

Pedro Moreira 
Field of Study: Artificial Intelligence
Home Institution: Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Sapienza 
University of Rome, and University College London
Project Title: Improving fairness and accuracy in AI-enabled 
healthcare diagnostics by addressing biases in AI models
Host Institution: Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Fulbright Grant for Research, with the support of FLAD

Ana Sofia Costa 
Field of Study: Innovation and Technological Entrepreneurship
Home Institution: Universidade do Porto
Project Title: Generative AI and Innovation integration for 
entrepreneurial settings
Host Institution: Harvard Business University

Miguel Correia 
Field of Study: Biochemistry
Home Institution: Universidade do Porto
Project Title: The role of cytoskeleton in the regulation of 
mitochondria-proteostasis in aging
Host Institution: Institute for Research on Aging

Pedro Monteiro 
Field of Study: Rehabilitation and Mental Health
Home Institution: : Politécnico do Porto
Project Title: D(GIS)paraties: Geographic disparities in 
rehabilitation supply and need in Portugal mapped through a 
geographic information system (GIS) and hotspot analysis
Host Institution: The Ohio State University

Fulbright Grant for Research, with the support of the Regional Government of the Azores

André Gomes
Field of Study: Robotics
Home Institution: Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich
Project Title: Advancing autonomous drone technology through 
learning-based and adaptive control strategies
Host Institution: Carnegie Mellon University

Beatriz Mamede 
Field of Study: Law
Home Institution: Universidade de Coimbra
Project Title: The uses of neurosciences for the social 
reintegration of criminal agents
Host Institution: University of Washington

Carolina do Carmo 
Field of Study: Biomedical Sciences
Home Institution: Universidade dos Açores
Project Title: How can artificial intelligence (AI) for remote 
sensing with unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) imagery boost the 
biodiversity protection of the Azorean archipelago while 
improving its community’s well-being?
Host Institution: University of California-Los Angeles

Joana Gomes 
Field of Study: Social Work
Home Institution: ISCTE-IUL
Project Title: How the integration of social workers contributes to 
the overall quality of services provided by veterinary teams?
Host Institution: University of Tennessee
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Fulbright Grant for Research, with support from FCT

Ana Isabel Roque 
Field of Study: Biology
Home Institution: Universidade Nova de Lisboa e Politécnico de 
Leiria
Project Title: Employ an intestinal organoid-bacteria co-culture 
model to infer if commensal bacteria can disrupt and translocate 
the intestinal epithelial barrier and contribute to the 
autoimmune response observed in celiac patients
Host Institution: Harvard Medical School

André Governo 
Field of Study: Medical Engineering
Home Institution: Instituto Superior Técnico
Project Title: Develop an innovative wave-powered converter for 
sustained oceanographic measurements offshore the Azores 
archipelago; Host Institution
Host Institution: National Renewable Energy Laboratory

2024/2025 list of selected grantees

André Sousa 
Field of Study: Biology
Home Institution: Universidade do Porto
Project Title: Metabolic paradox between prostate cancer and 
type 2 diabetes, exploring innovative biotechnological therapies 
based on aptamers
Host Institution: University of Pittsburgh

Beatriz Mariz 
Field of Study: Biology
Home Institution: Universidade Nova de Lisboa
Project Title: The development of analytical strategies for the 
evaluation of biopharmaceuticals, targeting their 
characterization and quality control
Host Institution: Carnegie Mellon University

Catarina Teixeira 
Field of Study: Biology
Home Institution: Universidade do Porto
Project Title: Elucidate the primary role of m6A modification in 
kidney cancer
Host Institution: Weill Cornell University

Daniela Trindade 
Field of Study: Biomedical Sciences
Home Institution: Universidade do Porto
Project Title: Development of a minimally invasive treatment for 
temporomandibular joint disc regeneration, through the 
production of an injectable hydrogel obtained from decellularized 
ovine discs
Host Institution: University of Colorado Boulder

Delfina Fernandes 
Field of Study: Psychology
Home Institution: Universidade do Minho
Project Title: Direct provision of evidence-based trauma services 
to victims of crime and how institutions must create a supportive 
and sensitive environment for this population
Host Institution: California State University-Long Beach

Francisca Perfeito 
Field of Study: Biotechnology
Home Institution: Universidade de Aveiro
Project Title: Three-dimensional (3D) printing of functional living 
materials in large tissue constructs in order to achieve a living 
complex material capable of readily providing oxygen for large 
timepoints
Host Institution: Harvard Medical School

Isabela Santos  
Field of Study: Sustainability Chemistry
Home Institution: Universidade do Porto
Project Title: Disclose the therapeutic potential of natural 
compounds, specifically flavonoids, in targeting TGF-β in 
metastatic osteosarcom
Host Institution: Harvard Medical School

Francisca Perfeito 
Field of Study: Biotechnology
Home Institution: Universidade de Aveiro
Project Title: Three-dimensional (3D) printing of functional living 
materials in large tissue constructs in order to achieve a living 
complex material capable of readily providing oxygen for large 
timepoints
Host Institution: Harvard Medical School

Joana Reis Pardal 
Field of Study: Clinical and Health Services Research
Home Institution: Universidade do Porto
Project Title: Compare the strategy of bias-adjustment with the 
conventional approach of restricting meta-analysis to trials with 
a low risk of bias
Host Institution: Stanford University

Maria Carolina Amorim 
Field of Study: Chemistry
Home Institution: Universidade do Minho
Project Title: Proof-of-concept of dehydropeptides-based model 
protocells
Host Institution: City University of New York

Maria das Neves Gomes 
Field of Study: Slavic Studies
Home Institution: : Universidade de Lisboa
Project Title: How a selection of modern Russian poets used 
Classical motives to conceptualize their identities, within a social 
context where the relationship with the Classics continued to be 
forcefully reshaped to fit political agendas
Host Institution: Princeton University

Nelson Descalço  
Field of Study: Neuropsychiatry
Home Institution: Universidade Nova de Lisboa
Project Title: Characterizing the white matter structure of the 
brain in patients with obsessive-compulsive disorder using 
neuroimaging methods
Host Institution: Stanford University
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Fulbright Grant for Research, with support from FCT (cont.)

Pedro Sousa 
Field of Study: Agricultural Studies
Home Institution: Universidade do Porto
Project Title: Evaluate and develop advanced methodologies for 
assessing consumer perception of innovative and novel foods 
Host Institution: University of Arkansas

Quelvina Fortes 
Field of Study: Forestry Sciences
Home Institution: Universidade de Lisboa
Project Title: Understanding the dynamics of mountain forest 
ecology and biodiversity, particularly their disturbances
Host Institution: Northern Arizona University

2024/2025 list of selected grantees

Sara Cerqueira 
Field of Study: Biomedical Engineering
Home Institution: Universidade do Minho
Project Title: Human-Robot Collaboration as a means to 
mitigate the prevalence of Work-Related Musculoskeletal 
Disorders (WRMSDs) and drive innovation in ergonomic 
interventions
Host Institution: Massachusetts Institute Technology

Valéria Gomes 
Field of Study: Materials Engineering
Home Institution: Universidade do Minho
Project Title: Unlock novel insights into specific cytotoxicity, laying 
the groundwork for innovative cancer treatments
Host Institution: Brandeis University

Zoe A. Arnaut 
Field of Study: Chemistry
Home Institution: Universidade de Coimbra
Project Title: Formulation and assessment of nebulized solutions 
for in vitro treatments of pneumococcal pneumonia
Host Institution: Texas A&M University
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Grant Supporting Activities

Events and activities for Grantees

2024 Fulbright Portugal Forum

 This annual event aims at providing the opportunity for current grantees and 
alums to present their projects developed under the aegis of the Fulbright Program 
and for engaging with each other, in an interesting dialogue between Portuguese and 
U.S. participants. 
 In 2024 “Fulbrighters have the freedom to share their stories” was the motto 
for thought-provoking conversations and sharing testimonies about “The Culture of 
Caring: The Significance of Portugal’s Past, Present, and Future Communities”, 
“TruthTeaching: Representation and Resistance in Portuguese Higher Education” or 
"Transatlantic Crossroads: Navigating Scientific Frontiers in the Golden State”.

U.S. grantees Virtual Pre-Departure Meeting

 The Commission gathered the 2024 cohort of U.S. grantees for a virtual 
pre-departure meeting, where we focused on aspects that grantees must consider 
before travelling to Portugal. Topics that were highlighted during the meeting included 
grantee’s benefits and responsibilities; ASPE coverage; visa application; housing, 
schools, and medical checklist; cultural shock and mental health support; in-country 
support, networking and community engagement. Fulbright U.S. Programs alumni 
provide invaluable information and tips on navigating the very different academic and 
cultural environments that recently selected grantees will find in Portugal. 
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U.S. grantees In-country Orientation  

 The Fulbright Commission in Portugal hosted its annual in-country orientation 
for grantees starting their programs during the Fall. It was two full days of panel 
discussions presented by partner and host institutions, and Portuguese and U.S. 
alumni, on topics such as multiculturalism, community engagement and volunteer 
opportunities; host institution’s welcoming strategies and how to manage the 
grantees’ expectations; mental health & wellness abroad. Cultural and networking 
events offered the perfect opportunity for grantees to get to know the history and 
culture of Portugal and to develop connections with fellow Portuguese grantees and 
alumni, in an informal and friendly setting.

Portuguese Grantees Pre-Departure Session

 The Commission offered a pre-departure orientation for Portuguese Fulbright 
grantees before the start of their grants in the U.S. The event is organized each year 
to allow students, scholars, and researchers to learn more about the logistics when 
preparing for their programs: Port of Entry; finances; bringing family; health benefits 
and safety information; adjusting to a new life and a new culture; networking; etc. 
Resources on Mental Health Cultural Shock, and American HEI are designed to 
address questions that have come up in former feedback and shared with current 
grantees. A U.S. Consulate Visa Officer was invited to explain the Visa process and 
take questions from our grantees. The event was also supported by the help of former 
grantees, from different grants’ categories, to offer first-hand advice and tips to 
current participants. To sum up, Pre-Departure orientation encourages Fulbrighters to 
get prepared to have a productive and meaningful experience in the U.S., allowing 
participants to meet and connect with each other right from the offset. 

Annual Program Report 2024 Fulbright Portugal

26



Fulbright PT/US Virtual Get Together

 By the end of May, the Fulbright 
held the 2024 Fulbright PT/US Virtual Get 
Together, an informal gathering for all 
Portuguese and American Fulbrighters 
before departing for their Programs in the 
United States and in Portugal. This event 
was an excellent opportunity for fellow 
Fulbrighters to meet, network, share 
experiences and ask questions about their 
host countries.

Award Ceremony

 This annual event intends to honor new Fulbrighters, recognize their 
achievements and potential and introduce them to the Fulbright community as a 
whole – partners, stakeholders, and alums. In 2024, the ceremony was hosted by the 
Portuguese Minister of State and Foreign Affairs, Paulo Rangel, and was attended 
also by the Ambassador of the United States to Portugal, Randi Charno Levine, both 
Co-Honorary Chairpersons of the Fulbright Commission.

 This annual event intends to honor new Fulbrighters, recognize their 
achievements and potential and introduce them to the Fulbright community as a 
whole – partners, stakeholders, and alums. In 2024, the ceremony was hosted by the 
Portuguese Minister of State and Foreign Affairs, Paulo Rangel, and was attended 
also by the Ambassador of the United States to Portugal, Randi Charno Levine, both 
Co-Honorary Chairpersons of the Fulbright Commission.
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In person Get Together in 2024

 To celebrate Fulbright Portugal’s 64th 
anniversary, on March 19, staff, U.S. and 
Portuguese grantees and alumni got together 
for a gathering around the table, with drinks 
and few gourmet snacks. It was the perfect 
chance to catch up on the conversation and 
watch the sun going down in Lisbon.

Alumni activities and Special Events

Thanksgiving Dinner (November 2023)

 Alumni and current grantees were invited 
to help advance Fulbright Portugal’s social 
responsibility, by joining a rewarding activity with 
Semear, a program that provides training and 
work for people with developmental challenges 
and intellectual disabilities, allowing us a sense of 
purpose outside our professional context, as well 
as the development of soft skills such as 

International Volunteer Day (December 2023) 
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We are delighted to have had the chance to celebrate Thanksgiving with a group of 
alumni, grantees, partners, and friends at the Lisbon Marriott Hotel. We are grateful 
for our friendly and thought-provoking Fulbright Community, Portuguese and 
American, and for being able to support it yet another year."

communication with others, teamwork in a different environment,  adaptability,   and 
resourcefulness. We were happy to have Portuguese and American Fulbrighters attend 
our call.
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 The 4th Fulbrighters Portugal Conference Series started in July 2024. This was 
an initiative of Fulbrighters Portugal – the Association of Fulbright Scholars and 
Friends of the Fulbright Program, supported by the Fulbright Commission, whit the 
aim of fostering the exchange of experiences among Fulbrighters, highlighting the 
merits and qualities of the Fulbright Program, and strengthening the Fulbright 
Alumni network.

Fulbrighters Portugal 2024 Conference Series

 In February 2024, the Fulbright Commission was honored to receive the visit of 
Lee Satterfield, Assistant Secretary of State for the Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs (ECA). AS Satterfield met the Fulbright community, including 
Fulbright staff, Board members, Portuguese and US Fulbrighters and partners. In her 
remarks AS Satterfield highlighted the importance of the Fulbright Program as the 
State Department’s flagship academic exchange program and expressed her 
appreciation to the Commission and Board members for their program management 
and outreach.

Visit of the Assistant Secretary of State Lee Satterfield

 The Fulbright Commission visited 
Fulbrighter Gonçalo Preto  in the Madragoa 
Gallery, Lisbon. A Cadência de Uma Chama was 
his third individual exhibition at the gallery, 
where he showed fragmented narratives and 
marks of ordinary life through a series of oil 
paintings. 

Cultural visits
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Other Commission activities

Partnership development and new awards

Working in partnership is essential to  how the Fulbright Commission in Portugal 
operates and thrives. Throughout FY2024, the Fulbright Commission renewed 
partnerships and established new ones with: 

A new MoU was signed, establishing a partnership between the 

Fulbright Commission and the AIR Centre – Atlantic 

International Research Centre, for the implementation of the 

Fulbright U.S. Scholar Award for the Ocean, Climate and 

Space/AIR Centre. The Award will offer a grant every year for a 

U.S. Professor/Researcher to collaborate in AIR Centre Projects, 

at their facilities in Lisbon and/or their headquarters at Terinov, 

in Terceira Island, Azores. The AIR Centre – Atlantic International 

Research Centre, an international collaborative organization, 

based in Portugal, addresses global challenges and local 

priorities in the Atlantic Ocean promoting an integrative 

approach to climate and ocean issues, supported by 

technological innovations and advances in space, renewable 

energy and data science.

Atlantic 
International 
Research Centre: 
AIR Centre

The Fulbright Commission and FCT renewed its annual 

cooperation protocol, which establishes a joint grant program, 

allowing Portuguese students to attend full doctoral programs 

or carry out pre-doctoral research projects in the U.S, as well as 

U.S. researchers to develop research projects in universities and 

research centers in Portugal. 

Fundação para a 
Ciência e a 
Tecnologia – FCT, I.P
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 The Commission pursued fruitful collaboration with all its other esteemed 
partner institutions, as follows:

Camões, Instituto da Cooperação e da Língua,  I.P.  Joint grant program for Portuguese scholars 
students and U.S. pre-doctoral students and researchers.

Fundação Luso-Americana para o Desenvolvimento – FLAD Joint grant program for 
Portuguese master’s students and U.S. pre-doctoral students and researchers.
 
Fundação Carmona e Costa – FCC Grant for MFA – Drawing, competition opens every two 
years. The grant endorses the value of art and its role in shaping and enriching today’s society). 
Florida Polytechnic University (Fulbright Visiting Award, for Portuguese Scholars.
 
Azores Regional Government – GRA Joint grant program for Azorean and U.S. pre-doctoral 
students, researchers and professionals.
 
ISCTE-IUL, Business Research Unit - BRU-IUL Fulbright Award in Management / ISCTE-IUL, 
BRU, for U.S. Scholars.

Portuguese Institute for Sea and Atmosphere – IPMA Fulbright Award Atlantic for Future / 
IPMA , for U.S. Scholars. 

Polytechnic Institute of Lisbon Fulbright Award in Marketing, Communication & Media Studies 
/ IPL-Politécnico de Lisboa, for U.S. Scholars.

University of Minho Fulbright Award in Law and Criminology / University of Minho, for U.S. 
Scholars.

Catholic University of Portugal – UCP Fulbright Award in Artificial Intelligence Ethics / 
Universidade Católica Portuguesa, for U.S. Scholars.

NOVA University of Lisbon, School of Law Fulbright Award in Law and Sustainability / NOVA 
School of Law, for U.S. Scholars.

Instituto Politécnico de Portalegre Fulbright Award in Computer Science / Polytechnic Institute 
of Portalegre, for U.S. Scholars

ISCTE-University Institute of Lisbon Fulbright English Teaching Assistant Program, for U.S. 
Students

ISG | Business & Economics School Fulbright English Teaching Assistant Program, for U.S. 
Students

Polytechnic Institute of Leiria Fulbright English Teaching Assistant Program, for U.S. Students

University of Aveiro Fulbright English Teaching Assistant Program, for U.S. Students

University of Madeira Fulbright English Teaching Assistant Program, for U.S. Students
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 For both academic years of 2023/24 and 2024/25, several outreach sessions 
were conducted: in person at HEI from North to South of Portugal, including the 
archipelagos of the Azores and Madeira; and online. Hundreds of potential candidates 
attended our outreach sessions in person. There were also hundreds of views of the 
recorded online sessions, a powerful tool to reach out to potential candidates wherever 
they are based and at their own time and convenience. According to feedback from 
potential candidates, the recorded sessions are also an excellent support in completing 
the Fulbright application form. For these sessions, in person and online, the 
Commission was able to welcome the testimony of at least one Fulbrighter, a student 
and/or a scholar, who shared their Fulbright experience in the U.S., as well as their 
feedback with the application process, both of which were said to be demanding but 
straightforward and very rewarding.

Communication and Outreach

Media Promotion: During the two months that competitions were open, the 

information about the awards was highlighted on our website, included in our 

Newsletter, and shared on Fulbright social media: Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and 

Instagram. Our established network of connections with the Portuguese HEI offices 

of International Relations were also crucial in spreading the information to help recruit 

Fulbright applicants.

Newsletter: The Commission’s weekly Newsletter is established as a source of 

information for a wide audience of potential applicants, institutions of higher 

education and, in particular, alumni, providing them not only the opportunity to share 

their own projects and events with the community , but also a sense of belonging, 

underlining one of the Program’s virtues, “Once a Fulbrighter always a Fulbrighter”.

International Days (ID): ID are key to engaging our community and audiences in 

general when it comes to bringing awareness on important topics to our societies on 

both sides of the Atlantic.
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Within the scope of the USA Portugal 
Campus initiative, the Fulbright 
Commission, the National Agency for 
Erasmus+ Education and Training 
(ANE+EF), and FLAD organized the 
Portuguese pavilion and delegation at 
NAFSA, the largest Expo/Conference of 
international education in the U.S.. In 
2024, NAFSA took place in  New Orleans, 
Louisiana, between May 28 and May 31. 
The Portuguese delegation had 47 
participants from 19 Portuguese Higher 
Education Institutions.

Support to the Internationalization 
of the Portuguese Higher Education Institutions (HEI)

The Fulbright Commission organizes and participates in projects which intend to 
support the efforts of internationalization of the Portuguese HEI towards the U.S.. In 
FY2024, such projects included: 

In the aftermath of NAFSA, Tulane 
University in New Orleans hosted the 
Fulbright Portugal - USA Dialogues, 
where representatives of Portuguese 
higher education institutions had the 
opportunity to discuss trends and 
challenges related to the exchange and 
mobility of students, teachers, and 
researchers between the two countries, 
as well as to share good practices and the 
relevance of the Portuguese language in 
international education.

Fulbright Portugal-USA DialoguesStudy & Research in Portugal
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Educational Advising 

Information Services and Advising Activities

 The Fulbright Commission hosts EducationUSA, which main activity is to 
promote U.S. higher education to students in Portugal, and we offer a wide range of 
in-person and virtual advising services to students and their families based on the 5 
Steps to U.S. Study:

 • The admissions process and standardized testing requirements
 • How to finance a U.S. education
 • Prepare and submit applications
 • The student visa process 
 • Preparing for departure to the United States

 We offer accurate, comprehensive, and current information about 
opportunities to study at accredited postsecondary institutions in the United States 
and we also provide services to the U.S. higher education community to help 
institutional leaders meet their recruitment and campus internationalization goals.

 In our efforts to help increase the numbers of Portuguese students studying in 
the US we have been running a Competitive College Club since 2016. The CCC is a 
cohort advising program that is run in several countries and is run also in Portugal and 
is designed to help highly motivated and talented students submit competitive 
applications to very selective colleges and universities in the U.S. The program includes 
for example explanation of the U.S. education system, tests preparation seminars, 
essay writing sessions and assignments, a book club, application advising, volunteering 
opportunities, and much more. While CCC does not guarantee admissions, it is 
designed to assist self-organized and independent students to improve chances of 
being admitted to U.S. colleges or universities.
 We have also been running a similar program, called Pathway to Graduate 
School, since 2018 and this program is one of the few in our region that is designed to 
help highly motivated and talented students submit competitive applications to 
graduate programs in the U.S. It is very similar to the CCC program, but it has fewer 
sessions because students looking for graduate programs are usually more 
independent and need less support. 

Cohort Advising Programs
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 For these two programs the help of the Fulbright English Teaching Assistants 
(ETA) that come to Portugal each year on a Fulbright grant has been crucial. Each year 
we have sessions prepared by the ETA on different topics, and the students appreciate 
the insights they share since they have been through the application processes. 
Sessions may include essay writing workshops, book clubs or preparation for the 
standardized tests. We also collaborate quite a lot with HEI representatives as we 
invite a few every year to present to our students either on standardized testing, or to 
give them insights on what is a good personal essay or a good recommendation letter. 
The HEI representatives are usually very enthusiastic when speaking to our students 
and some students may end up applying to their institutions.

 In an effort to reach out to more high school students we have partnered with 
a Portuguese association that organizes education fairs in high schools in Portugal. 
The Inspiring Future Association has helped us reach more students, as by joining a 
group of Portuguese HEI and other providers for an education fair at each school 
through the Inspiring Future project we are able to visit approximately 20 high school 
in the Lisbon area and a selected few in other cities. We also coordinate our outreach 
efforts to high schools with the US Embassy and we join efforts whenever possible and 
visit several high schools in Portugal each year.
 Educational fairs are an important way for us to reach students interested in 
undergraduate and graduate programs, and we participate in several and organize 
two throughout the year. Futuralia is Portugal’s biggest annual education fair, and 
each year is visited by 50/60.000 students' parents and professors from all over the 
country. We organize our Study in the U.S. booth each year at this fair and we invite 
HEI representatives to join us and talk directly to our audience. Futuralia is our biggest 
annual event and together with the Fulbright Staff we spend 4 days speaking to 
students, parents, and teachers about studying in the US and our services. The 
EducationUSA Portugal Virtual Recruitment Fair has also been one of our main events 
during the year, and since 2021 we have invited US HEI to register and talk to 
prospective undergraduate and graduate students from Portugal. 
 We participate also in the Study Abroad Portugal events. These are smaller fairs 
that take place in the Fall and Spring each year, in Porto and Lisbon and are also a 
great way to reach out to more students interested in undergrad or grad programs.
 EducationUSA Portugal joins efforts with the Fulbright Commission to do 
outreach at Portuguese HEI all over the country, taking the opportunity to promote 
advising services to the students at these institutions.

Outreach and Fairs
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 Our cohort advising programs and personal advising services are fully virtual. 
Innovative tools and online platforms allow us to reach out more students from all over 
Portugal, including the Azores and Madeira, and give them equitable access to our 
events and services.
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The Year in Numbers

PT STUDENT RESEARCH

16 visiting student grantees 
with the support of FCT 

4 visiting student grantees 
with the support of FLAD

2 visiting student grantee 
with the support of the Regional 
Government of the Azores

1 visiting student grantees 
(Fulbright Grant for Research)

PT STUDENT GRADUATE STUDIES

3 Ph.D. students with the support 
of FCT 

1 Ms student with the support of FLAD

PT SCHOLAR RESEARCH
4 visiting scholar grantees (one with 
the support of Camões I.P.)

1 visiting Schuman scholar

US STUDENT RESEARCH

2 Fulbright/FLAD research students

2 Fulbright/GR Azores research students 

1 Fulbright/Camões, I.P. research 
student

US SCHOLAR PROGRAM

5 Fulbright All Disciplines research 

1 Fulbright Scholar in Management / 
ISCTE-IUL, Business Research Unit 
(BRU-IUL)

1 Fulbright Scholar in Communication & 
Media Studies / Polytechnic of Lisbon 

US SPECIALIST PROGRAM

4 Specialist Projects 

5 English Teaching Assistants

1 Fulbright Scholar in Space, 
Atmosphere, Ocean, Climate, Energy 
and Data Science/ AIR Centre

1 Fulbright Scholar in in Law and 
Sustainability/ NOVA School of Law
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The Year in Numbers

Portuguese 
“Fulbrighters in Action”

30 12
“My Fulbright Experience” 
testimonials

5 cities: Aveiro; Coimbra; Costa da Caparica; Funchal in Madeira, and S. Miguel 
in Azores 12

outreach sessions

8 sessions in person: over 265 attendees 
9 sessions online: 151 people attended Zoom sessions; with over 325 views afterwards 

Education
USA 

Advising

11.000
total people reached

21 participants 
in the Cohort 
programs

Social Media

10.764 followers

1.984 followers

6.317 followers

1.752 followers

270 subscribers
3.343 Newsletter 
Subscribers 

Fulbright Portugal

EducationUSA Portugal

1034 followers

378 followers

28
“Fulbrighters in Focus”
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Board of Directors and Staff
 The Ambassador of the United States to Portugal and the Portuguese Minister 
of Foreign Affairs are Honorary Co-Chairpersons of the Commission.

 The Commission is governed by a ten-member Board of Directors. The Board 
consists of five citizens of the United States of America, appointed by the American 
Honorary Co-Chairperson, two of whom are officers of the U.S. Foreign Service in 
Portugal, and five citizens of Portugal, appointed by the Portuguese Honorary 
Co-Chairperson, at least two of whom being governmental representatives of 
Portugal.
 By the end of FY2024, the composition of the Board of Directors of the 
Fulbright Commission was the following:

American Board members, appointed by the American Honorary Co-Chair:

Mrs. Marie Blanchard  
Counselor for Public Affairs, U.S. Embassy in Lisbon
Mr. Kabeer Parwani 
Political Officer, U.S. Embassy in Lisbon
Mrs. Sheree Mitchell 
President & Founder, Immersa Global 
Mrs. Kelly Doss 
Principal, KSD Consulting
Dr. Miguel Moniz 
Anthropologist, Institute of Social Sciences, University of Lisbon

Portuguese Board members, appointed by the Portuguese Honorary Co-Chair:

Dr. Elsa Henriques (Chair)
Professor at ISTécnico
Dr. Joaquim Mourato
Director General for Higher Education, Ministry of Science, Technology and Higher 
Education
Dr. Madalena Alves
President of the Board of Directors of FCT – Fundação para a Ciência e a Tecnologia
Mrs. Florbela Paraíba
President of Camões – Instituto da Cooperação e da Língua, I.P
Mr. David Sousa
Director General for Education, Ministry of Education
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Fulbright Commission staff

Executive Director, Otília Macedo Reis 
U.S. Program Coordinator, Dora Reis Arenga 
Portuguese Program Coordinator, Sofia Wahnon 
Educational Advisor, Dorian Rosca 
Administration and Communication Assistant, Catarina Abreu de Pinho
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Financial Information
 Binationalism, a cornerstone of the Fulbright Program, involves both 
governments in the governance and funding of the Fulbright Commission. Costs 
generated by the administrative structure of the Commission are covered by 
allocations from both governments (structural funding), securing the operational 
capacity required to support its activities (grants, grantees’ orientation, and follow-up 
services, EducationUSA services, conferences and training workshops, grants’ 
promotion, outreach, etc). The Commission also receives significant monetary and 
in-kind contributions from governmental entities, HEI and foundations, which 
guarantee extra funding for Fulbright Grants and other activities. 

Other income

US Government

Portuguese Government
Private Sector and Non-Profits

$545.276
$263.664

$459.145

$23.430

Fulbright Portugal Funding Sources FY 2024

Fulbright Portugal Costs FY 2024

Grant Program PT

Grant Program USA

Administration

Grant Suport Activities

$345.564

$52.842

$403.893

$468.428
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The Fulbright Commission Portugal thanks all its 
partners for their support in FY2024.



Fulbright, April 29, 2025
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