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SPEAKERS’ BIOS



André Peralta Santos 
Andre Peralta-Santos, MD MPH, is a Portuguese medical doctor and a Public Health specialist, with 
ten years of professional experience in the area of Public Health and Health Policy. He worked for 
international organizations such as the WHO and the European Commission, as well as an advisor to 
national governments. He was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to do a Ph.D. at the University of 
Washington focusing on health policies impact in population health trajectories. He is the author or 
co-author of several peer-reviewed articles and one book chapter on European health politics.



Beatriz Albuquerque

Beatriz received her bachelor of arts and Fine Arts from Faculdade de Belas Artes da Universidade do 
Porto, her Master of Fine Arts from The School of the Art Institute of Chicago and her Doctorate at 
Columbia University, New York with Fulbright and Foundation for Science and Technology 
scholarships. Awards include the Breakthrough Award for the 17th Biennial Cerveira; Myers Art Prize 
Award from Columbia University, New York; and the Ambient Performance Series Award, PAC / edge 
Performance Festival, Chicago. (www.beatrizalbuquerque.com).

http://www.beatrizalbuquerque.com/


Alfredo Soeiro

Degrees in Civil Engineering (UPorto, 76) and (UFlorida-Ph.D.-89 with Fulbright support), Pro-Rector 
of U. Porto (98/03), president of IACEE (01/04), president of AUPEC (01/05), president of SEFI 
(03/05), secretary general of AECEF (17/…), vice-president of ISHCCO (www.ishcco.org), member of 
ANECA EUR-ACE committee (14/…) and coordinator and partner of several EU projects in e-learning 
and author of several papers in e-learning, e-assessment, construction safety, construction 
management, quality of lifelong learning and use of digital tools in construction.



Don Bialostosky

Don Bialostosky will be retiring from his position as professor of English at University of Pittsburgh at 
the end of August 2020. He served as chair of that department for eight years and has taught and 
served at several other US universities in the course of his career. He has published books on British 
Romantic poet William Wordsworth and Russian literary theorist Mikhail Bakhtin. His most recent 
book is How to Play a Poem from the University of Pittsburgh Press.

Don was the Fulbright Scholar in the Humanities at Universidade de Lisboa, 2019/2020.



Flávio Azevedo

Flávio Azevedo, a Fulbright fellow, is currently working as a senior researcher at the Institute for 
Communication Science (IfKW) at Friedrich Schiller University Jena, Germany. Recently, Flavio was 
also named as one of the 100 most influential early career Portuguese via the “Global Shapers” 
initiative by the World Economic Forum. Flavio uses comparative approaches and latent variable 
modelling to investigate the dispositional and situational processes underlying ideological 
subscription. Flavio is also interested in survey methodology applied to the measurement of latent 
constructs.



Claudia Meca
Claudia Meca is currently completing a Master of Environmental Management at Duke University in
Durham, NC, as a Fulbright Student. From a young age, she has wanted to dedicate her professional
life to mitigating environmental damage and protecting biodiversity.
At Duke University, she has been introduced to the concept of Environmental Justice, a movement
which was integral to the advancement of environmental rights in North Carolina. Environmental
Justice highlights how certain communities are more vulnerable to environmental issues because of
their socioeconomic status. Cláudia is currently involved in community organizing and
advocacy projects with the goal of securing a right to a clean and safe environment for all people,
regardless of wealth, race or citizenship.



Carolina Marques de Mesquita
Carolina Marques de Mesquita is a 2019 graduate of Arizona State University, where she studied
political science and English literature. She is a recent alumna of the Fulbright U.S. Student Program in
Portugal, where she served as an English Teaching Assistant. Following the Fulbright program,
Carolina hopes to pursue a graduate degree in international relations to study issues of
peacebuilding, gender, and migration on an international scale.

Carolina was a Fulbright English Teaching Assistant at Politécnico de Leiria School of Education and 
Social Sciences, 2019/2020.




